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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Since the following pages were ſent to the preſs, 
T have had pofitrve information that the French 


Prieſts are removing from the King's Houſe in 
Wincheſter, in conſequence of ſome private and 
public repreſentations. But Ithink thenoticewhich 
it taken of that eſtabliſhment in a part of my letter, 
as it occupies but a few Pages, ſhould land, as 
matter of record and of example in this country, 
againſt any ſimilar eflabliſhment in any Future pe- 
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ur LOR D, 


Have certainly lt de Plesltle, and no intereſt 
in this addreſs to your Lordſhip, except that 
which ariſes from the common protection of theſe 
realms from the alarming invaſion of Rom18n | 
principles civil and religious. (a) They are now in- | 
deed matter of contempt to ſome, and even of high 
diſdain, and to others a ſubject of indifference. The 
diſputer of this world and the proteſtant Divine 
ſeem to unite in one negle& of their riſing power 
in the- heart of the kingdom. They were once 
however formidable to our anceſtors, who never 


'B | regarded 
g (a) I have not mentioned e Naser of the French Prieſts or the 
Emigrants by name, except the of St. Pol de Leon, as 


he is the Director of the 8 on their behalf. I ſpeak 
only of publlc meaſures and the expediency of them ; and I 
prefer this method of giving my thoughts to the public, to 
the more general communication of a newſpaper, 


17 3 | 
regarded them, or their profeſſors, without a wiſe 
and virtuous jealouſy. They well knew the nature 
of THE SERVANT OF SERVANTS ; they bad felt 
the dominion of the Prieſt, and bowed under the 
yoke of the tyrant. What they felt, that have they 
left on record to their poſterity. Our books and 
our hiſtories are full of the deeds of Papiſts; the 
voice of reaſon, of wiſdom, and of ſcripture, ſpeaks 
loudly of them, and antiquity has ſcarce a page 
without an example. | 


But in the common oyerthrow of the ſtorm we 
have all felt, when the great boughs and branches of 
all empires have been beaten violently againſt each 
other, when the trunk of every tree has nodded, 
and the columns of every temple have been ſhaken, 
we are naturally led to reſpe& the power which has 
appeared to uphold them for ſo many centuries, and 
ſecured the ſociety of man with man, That power 
is Religion ; without which, in ſome of it's forms, 
no ſtate has ever exiſted, or can exiſt, | 


In a very great portion of the civilized world, 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity has been that of the 
church of Rome from remote ages. The word 
religion in France, Spain and Italy, has hitherto had 
no other meaning. Under this it is contended that 
ſociety has flourished, arts and empire have been 
extended, and every comfort and bleſſing have 

been 


%, 

been diffuſed. It has been diſcountenariced, vili- | 
fied, and now finally aboliſhed in France. It receives 

neither maintenance nor protection from the ſtate. 
It's miniſters have been murdered, proſcribed, or 
baniſhed. The fury of the oppreffor has pafled 
over them, and they are no more. Are we called 
to rejoice in this? Is the downfall of the church 
of Rome matter of exultation ? Is the eternal and 
unchangeable church in ruins a ſubject of derifion ? 
Are the once venerable orders (as they have been 
ſtiled) of her prieſts, which received their inſtitution 
from piety and their ſanction from policy, to be 
trampled i in the duſt? Is the wealth, which once 
flowed in well directed channels, for the miniſtry 
of religion, the fupport of erudition, the relief of 
the poor, and the comfort of the deſponding, to be 
ſeized and diverted from it's uſes, as the common 
plunder and rapine of violent and wicked tyrants? 
Is this matter of triumph? Certainly not. (a) Hu- 
manity has but one anſwer: tears are due to mi- 
ſery, and compaſſion prepares us to relieve the 
unforturiate and the diftrefſed, On this ſubject 
much has been ſaid, which I ſhall not repeat; of 
e we have had e. of wiſdom, little. 


" There 

100 In val courſe of this Ante; I would be underſiovd to 
diſtinguiſh the ſufferings of individuals/(whiel/from' the bots 
tom of my ſoul I commiſerate and would relieve) from 
the ſhirit and manners of the Romiſh'' Church and of the 
Romiſh Prieſthood. Ov. TO ATT TTXHMA oveidifas; 
4 TON TPOTION tG#tira&., And I ſubjoin the Latin 


tranſlation 


(4) 

There is ſomething bold and peculiar in the pre- 
ſent time, It gives a man a commanding proſpect 
of his duty. It has ſhewn us that no man is 
too inſignificant to be overlooked from his inability 
to do harm, and it has taught us alſo, that me- 
diocrity of talents with upright intention may be 
ſerviceable, 


You are not to expect from me the reſearches of 
the churchman, whoſe duty it is to make full proof 
of his miniſtry. I have not even the honeſt bias of 
a profeſſion to ſupport or to direct me, I ſhall 
give you the plain opinions of a Private man, 
calmly thinking of every evil which is impending, 
and wiſhing to avert them ; having little to fear for 
himſelf, but ſolicitous for us all. 


If in the courſe of this letter my words and ex- 
5 ſhould riſe into ns it will be ſo, be- 


f cauſe 
tranſlation by Mr. Friend, for its peculiar energy and for 
the fulneſs of the expreſſion. © Non quidem Ei (au! lis) 
% InFoR TUNJUM exprobrandum velim; /ed id tantum ago, ut 
« MorEs hominis ( Ecclefie er Sacerdotum) perſcruter et x- 
« pxnDan.” Aſchin. cont. Cteſiphont. ſect. 29. pag. 51. 
edit. Foulkes and Friend, Oxon. 1726.— I have no caution for 
ourſelves, and I recommend none, which is inconſiſtent with 
true benevolence and national juſtice, TI only requeſt atten- 
tion to the ſolemnity of my argument, as it affects the ſtate, 
and the church, and the eſſential intereſts of Great Britain. 
It is the duty of the Miniſters of the Crown to attend to a 


ſubject ſo weighty and ſo CO" 


430 


cauſe I am not indifferent to the matter in queſtion) 
A picture or a ſtatue may be as ſafe in a nationat 
gallery as in the Vatican; but the ſpirit which 
informs the maſs of one natibn is neither tranſ- 
en nor transfuſed, intoanother without en 
E 

een I muſt ſay of ab for it is read 
ſubje&t. But I leave the minute diſcuſſion of it to 
the charges of the biſhops, and their paſtoral let 
ters; and I ſuppoſe the divines and rectors of the 
church of England will not ceaſe at this time to 
warn their flocks of their common peril. It is 
all they can, or ought to do; And it is all which 1 is 
— from _ | 


— 


There is a voice, my Lord, which is recorded in 
the darker volume of our faith, (for I ſpeak not to 
the ſcoffer or to the infidel) and, if words and facts 
can have meaning, it declares, that' the ſpintual 
ſovereignty of the Power ſeated in the City ſtanding 
on ſeven hills, and all its corruptions, muſt fall. 
«* The kingdoms of this world muſt become the 
* kingdom of God and of his Chriſt, and HR 
&« ſhall reign for ever and ever! But the idola- 
trous and tyrannous corruption muſt firſt ceaſe, and 
this great apoſtacy in chief (for there may be others 
in degrees) muſt be done away. I am happy there 
is no occaſion to aſk of you, Believeſt thou the 
« prophets?” I am bold to ſay, I know that 
« thoy 


| 
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* thou believeſt. I regard you as a Proteſtant ; 
of your intimate connection, I ſpeak not. The 
downfall of the Popiſh ſyſtem, and of all that come 
into it and have drunk of the cup of the abo- 
mination, - muſt precede the new order of events, 
the purity of the goſpel doctrines, the conſumma- 
tion of the deſigns of Providence, and the final 
deſtiny of man. The time is now far ſpent ; 
but in the evening of this long day the ſcenes will 
change faſter, and be more bright and illuſtrious. 


I have never conceived, (as ſome ſeem to have 
done) a creature without a Creator, or a defign 
without a deſigner. The late events ſpeak loudly 
for themſelves; and terrible and awful are the 
miniſters of vengeance whom, in his wrath, the 
Almighty has choſen to execute his will, while his 
judgments are abroad in the earth. If 1 ſpeak 
truth, I tremble as I write. 


As I am not able entirely to ſeparate, in 
my mind, a rational alliance and mutual depen- 
dance of the church and the ſtate, I look upon the 
emigration of the French of all. deſcriptions, and 
particularly of the Prieſts, as affecting them both. 
If wE are to ſtand at all, I am confident that the 
conſtituent parts of our whole building muſt be 
preſerved. If the French prieſts are received here 

| -as 


„ 
as in 4 temporary aſylum, however reluctantly, T 
ſhould-wiſh to acquieſce in the meaſure. But, my 
Lord, the view is different, and the end is diſtinct. 


But ſoft 3 before I proceed, hear me a. word or 
two. I ſhall ſpeak of the things which 7 have ſeen, | 
and record what I have heard and obſerved myſe/f. 
No man co-operates with me. I profeſs to ſubmit 
to no control, but to that of reaſon, of prudence, 
of truth, and of the law. While the uſe of my 
on ſenſes. and. of my own underſtanding is gra- 
ciouſly continued to me, 10 man, ſacred or pro- 
fane, ſhall ever again be called upon to anſwer for 
me. or for my opinions. I repeat the words 10 
man in the language and in the emphaſis of the 
poet, (whom your education and taſte muſt have 
taught you beſt to love and beſt to underſtand,) 


OYTIE ee Gwvros xa e XH Nee 0% 


Thus far hear me for myſelf, my Lord Marquis, 
that I may not be miſunderſtood. I am no church- 
nan; I can ſteal time from ſpiritual leiſure for any 
earthly audit which I may be required to keep; but TI 
am a friend to ou eſtabliſhment civil and religious. 


I return to the F rench Prieſts. T hey are re- 
ceived, and maintained and ſupported by the pub- 
lic 


KJ 

lc money, and the direct ſanction of the Govern- 
ment under the miniſters of the crown. They have 
had a royal manſion aſſigned to them, a manſton rather 
ruinous indeed, but in ſuch comfortable repair as it 
would admit, and they feel and anderfand. the 
privilege, ' They are public to us all, as a College 
of Romiſh Prieſts, ſet up on an eminence, that they 
might ſee their way, as I ſuppoſe, and have the 
proſpect before them unobſtructed. They are under 
a Directory, temporal as well as ſparitual. They have 
their hours and their plans of action, and their pri- 
vate conclaves, regulated and unmoleſted. This is 
not all. They are themſelves the judges of their 
oven fit neſs or unfitneſs for their admiſſion into the 
King's Houſe, and they beſt know, when and where 
the members may be diſperſed to advantage, and 
by whom beſt replaced. At the head ſtands his Lord- 
fhip, the Biſhop of St. Pol de Leon, exemplary for 
his meekneſs, mildnels, gentleneſs of fyle, and al! the 
epiſcopal merits which diſtinguiſh his church. His 
Lordſhip is in London, the ſeat of government, as 

it ſhould be, and from his central committee diſ- 
tributes life and heat through every vein and artery 
of the Catholic Body. I believe T am pretty accu- 
rate when I aſſert, that the annual revenue of Two 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds paſſes through his 
Lordthip's hands, under his miniſtry, and the wiſ- 
dom of his ceconomy. The children of this world 


have always been in their generation wiſer than the 
children 
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children of light, and would not certainly confine 


his Lordſhip's prudence in the truſt. Two Hundred 
Thonſand Pounds !—Well: it is in charity, it is to 


ſupport plundered exiles, and will return in bleflings 
upon our own heads. Why well too. Are we 
ſure that this is the truth ? I never, till lately, my 
Lord, could ſuffer myſelf to believe it otherwiſe. [I 
thought the theatre was conſpicuous, the actors 
reſpectable, and the ſcenes attracting. I had not 
then ſeen the ropes, and the pullies, and the dirty 
levers, and the fetid lights, which ſerve to move, 
to decorate, and to illuminate. I waited for the 
moral of the piece. I thought the ſubje& had been 
one; THE ENGLisx CHARITY of our common 


Mother whoſe infinite breaſt teems and feeds ALL ; 
but I found there were two plots. 


Two Hundred. Thouſand Ponnds !—Fot what? 
Charity again. It is right and meet that there 
ſhould be a ſupply of Prieſts to ſupport rer church 
in England, leſt it ſhould fall: and it is very right 
that there ſhould be a place of education and of 
training for the Cauſe. Education 1s expenſive, but 
neceſſary. » The miniſters of Great Britain are very 
kind ; good, eaſy men, and without ſuſpicion. The 
original Prieſts, forlorn and deſtitute at firſt; die or 
_ relinquiſh their ſituation in the King's houſe. You 
would imagine that emigrants ſupplied their place. 
Nil korum— No verboſe and tedious epiſtle from 


the 
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the Biſhop of St. Pol de Leon; but letters of 
admiſſion not only for emigrants, but for boys and 


_ Engliſh natives, for Catholics and Papiſts born in 


this country, under the ſame epiſcopal ſignature. 
If the government deſigned their largeſs for this 
purpoſe, you may doubt the propriety of it. The 
miniſters, as it ſeems, have begun to plant them,and, 
with conſiſtency, they labour to make them full of 
growing. If they are permitted to do this; I can- 
not wonder at the proceedings of the French Prieſts. 
Some may call in queſtion their gratitude; but they 
know how to temper their acknowledgments in 
proportion to their ſtrength. There was a time 
when ſome civility and reſpect to their benefactors 
were preſerved ; in my opinion, that time 1s paſſed. 


But the King's Houſe at Wincheſter is to be 
evacuated. I am glad to hear it. If they are diſ- 
perſed, they will be no longer ſeen to ſtand under 
the immediate ſanction of the Crown and it's Miniſters. 
This is the firſt ſtep to THEIR GENERAL REMOVAL 
from the kingdom. (a) We are taught however by 
naturaliſts, that the lopping of the higher branches 
ſtrengthens the trunk and vigour of the old tree. 
] am not very fond of analogy, and I do not often 
admit a fimile as a proof. In this favourite argu- 
ment Mr. Burke perhaps may. Their root, they 

ſay, 

(a) If the French Prieſts ſhould have been removed from 


the King's Houſe, when this letter is publiſhed, this is an 
exact ſtatement of their proceedings, when they were there. 


n 
ſay, is in heaven, if we believe them, and all 
branches are ſpurious which ſpring not from it. 


It is not my intention to examine minutely the 
religion of Papiſts, but there are features which 
cannot be effaced. We behold indeed their natural 
face as in a glaſs, and ſtraitway forget what manner 
of men they are. I muſt remind you however, that 
we have a work of unperiſhing materials, and ſolid as 
the fabric it is deſigned to ſupport. That work is en- 
titled © a Preſervative againſt Popery: (a) and if the 
Church of England had erected no other monument 
of her pre-eminence among all Proteſtant Churches, 
this alone might eſtabliſh her pretenſion. To Engliſh- 
men it is an everlaſting poſſeſſion. Still few. conſider 
it as worth their attention. I think it wholly to 
my purpoſe to rehearſe and ſet forth, plainly and 
without a commentary, twelve articles of the faith 
of the Church of Rome. After their profeſſion of 
faith according to the Council of Nice, in which 
many Proteſtant churches agree, theſe new articles 
are added, without warrant from the Scriptures, as 
we aſſert. Their church, which zever changes, (as 
we are told) never received them, nor were they de- 
creed even by the See of Rome, till the pontificate 
of Pius the Fourth and the Council of Trent. 
They ſtand thus; and I have copied them, for the 
inſpection of many among us, who talk of the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion, but have never read its 
tenets. f | 

| Tus 


(a) In two vol. folio, s 
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1. © T moſt ſtedfaſtly admit and embrace the 
apoſtolical and eccleſiaſtical traditions, with the 
reſt of the conſtitutions and obſervations of the ſaid 
church. 


2. I alſo receive the Holy Scriptures according 
to that ſenſe, which the Holy Mother Church {to 
whom it belongs to judge of the true ſenſe and interpre- 
zation of the Holy Scripture) did and doth hold ; nor 
will I ever take and interpret it otherwiſe, than ac- 
cording to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers. 


3. © Ido alſo profeſs, that there are zruly and 
properly SEVEN SACRAMENTS of the New Law, 
inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and are neceſſary 
to the ſalvation of mankind, (although all the ſacra- 
ments are not neceſſary to every perſon) viz. Baptiſm, 
Confirmation, the Lord's Supper, Penance, Ex- 
treme Unction, Orders, and Matrimony, All 
which do confer grace ; and whereof Baptiſm, Con- 
firmation, and Orders, cannot be repeated without 

facrilege. I do alſo receive and admit all the received 
and approved rites of the Catholic Church, in the 
folemn adminiſtration of the aforeſaid ſacraments. 


4. All and every thing which was declared and 
decided about Original Sin and Juſtification, by 
the 


( #8 ) | 
the moſt holy Council pf Tant, if enden and re- 
ceive. MTS : | 1 1 04 916 A 
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5. „ I do profeſs alſo, that iv THE mass is 
offered to God @ true, proper, and propitiatory facri- 
Ace for the Quick and Dead; and that in the moſt 
holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is REALLY 
AND SUBSTANTIALLY the Body and. Blood, 
together wit the Soul and Divinity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: and that ere is a converſion of the 
whole ſubſtance of the Bread Ix ro n1s Body, and of 
the whole ſubſtance of the Wine 1NTO HIS Broop; 
which converſion the Catholic herb * Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. : 20 3851 


69 J do alſo confeſs, that under either kind or 
ſpecies only, whole and entire: Chriſt and the true 
Sacrament is received, 


ok tedfaſtly believe there is a purgatory, and 
that the ſouls detained therein are helped by the 
prayers of the Faithful. | 


8.<- I alſo, beheve that the Saints who reign 
with Chriſt axe to he worſhipped and prayed to, and 
that they do pray to God for us, and that their 
relics are to be venerated, 


9. *I do moſt firmly aſſert, that the images of 
C Chriſt, 


( 14 ) 
Chriſt, and the Mother of God, who was always a 
virgin, are to be had and retained: and that due 
honour and worſhip is to be given to them. 


10. I do alfo affirm, that the power of indul- 
gences was left by Chriſt to his Church, and that 
the uſe of them is very helpful to Chriſtian people. 


11. IT acknowledge the Holy Catholic Apof- 
tolic Roman Church to be the Mor HER and Mis- 
TRESS of all Churches; and I promiſe and ſwear 
true obedience to the Pope of Rome, who is the 
Succeſſor of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 


12. © ] alſo without doubt receive and profeſs 
all other things delivered, defined, and declared by 
the Sacred Canons and General Councils, and eſpe- 
cially by the Holy Council of Trent; and all things 
contrary to them, with all Herefies condemned, re- 
jected, and curſed by the church, I alſo REJECT, 
CONDEMN, and CURSE. 


Theſe are the Articles !!! The text indeed is 
not in the Scriptures, but they know where to look 
for the Commentary, and we know how they have 
been ſealed, enforced, and i/luminated. 


But, 


{ 2s ) 
But, my Lord, we are to conſider a little further. 
The legiſlature of late years has thought proper to 
grant relief to the Papiſts, and to remove the hard- 
ſhips and the oppreſſions under which they laboured, 
(for ſome were indeed grievous, I would ſtate the 
matter fairly), and to place them on a level with 
other ſets. I bow before the laws of my country, 
and I expreſs my diſſent with reverence. and reſpect. 
I always had my doubt of the propriety of the mea- 
ſure to the extent which was granted; but it will 
be ſeen that the meaſyre is not full, and they are not 
ſatisfied, They talk of further application to the 
Legiſlature, It is within the ſcope of my argument 
to examine this a little. An oath was to be framed 
for this purpoſe among themſelves, and a declara- 
tion to he ſubſcybed, and preſented to the officers 
of the Crown, before it was introduced into Par- 
nme, ö 


They ah are acquainted with the origin and 
progreſs of this controverſy among them, know 
what bitter words and arguments paſſed between 
the contending parties, before they could agree 
upon the form. One party bad ſome liberality, 
but the more powerful Catholics retained as much 
of the ancient rancour againſt Heretics, as it was 
poſſible to infuſe into it. The quality of their 
mercy was indeed trained. At laſt the ſubmiſſion 
to the Engliſh Government, the abjuration of the 

C 2 power 
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power of the Pope in theſe realms, and allegiance 
to the reigning family on the throne, were agreed 
on; faith with heretics was to be kept, and niental 
reſervation formally renounced and diſclaimed. 
Expensd Superorum et (a) Cz8AR1s ird. The oath 
may be ſeen in our ſtatutes. But Sir John Mitford 
had fagacity and force ſufficient only to ſcorch the 
ſnake, not kill it. J have ſeen their memorials on 
the occaſion, and their reſcripts, and their letters 
encyclical, e with centric and eccentric ſcribbled 
« fer,” and their appeals to their Catholic Lord- 
ſhips the Biſhops, and their moſt profound humi- 
lity. But I yer feel an involuntary emotion to be 
upon my guard, when a Papiſt ſmiles and ſwears 
fealty to any Proteſtant power. Their vow of 
obedience is well underſtood. The law of the orbit, 
in which they move, always keeps them at the 
ſame diſtance from the central power. What oath 
can make their appeal to heaven valid, while the 
doctrine that Faith is not to be kept with He- 
retics“ is ſtill unaltered in their records and in their 
_ councils, by which they are guided. He are ſtill 
_ conſidered as part of the great Northern Hereſy by 

theſe Brethren of the tradition. 


In the time of Charles the Second, the Earl of 
Southampton ſeems peculiarly to have underſtood the 


Roman Catholics, and to have diſcriminated them 
| | from 


(4) The Pope. 
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from every other ſect in religion. Lord Clarendon in 
the Continuation of his own Life has a paſſage, 
which I ſhall produce, where he ſpeaks of the Earl 
and his opinions concerning them with great force. 
His words are theſe: That which had the 
« ſtrongeſt influence on him (the Earl of South- 
* ampton) and which made him /eſs apprehenſive 
6 of the venom of every other ſect, was the ex- 
« treme jealouſy he had of the power and malignity of 
« the ROMAN CATHOL1cs, whoſe behaviour from 
* the time of the ſuppreſſion of the regal power, 
and more ſcandalouſly at and from the time 
« of the murder of the King, had very much irre- 
ce conciled him to them: and he did believe that 
« the King and the Duke of York had a better 
« opinion of their fidelity, and leſs jealouſy of their 
« affection, than they deſerved : and fo thought 
© THERE COULD NOT BE TOO GREAT AN UNION 
oy oF ALL OTHER INTERESTS TO CONTROL THE 
« EXORBITANCE OF THAT. (a)” Let us change 
the time, and the reaſoning of the noble and ſharp- 
ſighted Earl 1s ſtill more forcible. 


But, we are told, we are zow to truſt the mild- 
neſs of their Prieſts, and to rejoice in the ſoftened 
ſpirit of the time. I certainly ſhall regulate my 
truſt; and temper, my joy. For I have {till my fear, 
that if they were again touched with the ſpear of zheir 
great Sultan, like the fallen ſpirits in Milton, they 


would ſoon /ight on the firm brimſtone. | 
Cx Further 
() Lord Clarendon's Continuation, &. p. 416. ed. fol, Oxf. 
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Further than this, I cannot deſcend to the mi- 
ſerable ſquabbles of provincial Priefts, to decla- 
rations depoſited in the Muſeum forged or true, to 
Ciſalpine or Tranſalpine Clubs, or to the imaginary 
Biſhoprics of Rama, Acanthos, and Centuria, 
Their ſpirits ſhine through them all. Super- 
ſtition changes the nature of man. Shew me 
a country where 1dolatry and ſuperſtition have ever 
been divorced from cruelty. The marriage 1s le- 


gitimate, and a French Directory cannot put them 
aſunder. 


I know there is at preſent a diſinclinat ion to ex- 
amine into the principles of the Church of Rome. 
My friends ſmile, when I am ſerious in this matter 
and expreſs my fears. Men are no convinced, 
they ſay, that the powers of reaſoning, of learning, 
of wit, and even of ridicule, have been ſucceſsfully 
exerted to the- throwing down of their ſtrong 
holds; and they are thrown down. But we muſt 
remember that the unity and the infallibility of 24e 
Church is ſtill maintained obſtinately and inflexibly. 
Not an iota of its primary and diſcriminating prin- 
ciples has been abandoned, The temple may have 
been profaned, but the key is in the old hand. I 
might refer to their councils,and the volumes with- 
out number to which I can have an eaſy acceſs ; I 
could ſhow Councils againſt Councils, and Popes 
againſt Popes : but to what purpoſe ? Barrow has 

| laid 
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laid proſtrate the Supremacy; ; Mede has torn down 
the banner of Antichriſt ; and Chillingworth ſtands 
maſter of the Proteſtant Fortreſs, Theſe have 
been our champions in other times, men who have 
gone forth with our armies in the ſtrength. of the 
living God, againſt the perverters and violators of 
his law. Nor have protectors in theſe latter times 
been wanting ; but the mode of defence varies with 
the nature of the attack. Superſtition engendered 
Atheiſm in France. Plutarch long ago pointed 
out the connection between them. An age of 
careleſſneſs, and of fearleſſneſs, and of audacity in 
vice and ſcepticiſm, 1s the very age moſt adapted 
to the revival of Popery in any country, and it be- 
comes us to look to it. Nay I maintain, that there 
is no country in Europe, but Great Britain, in 
which Popery can ever again entertain a hope of re- 
eſtabliſhment, or of unqualified toleration. If you 
aſk me why I think ſo, I reply, from the inattention 
and indifference with which it is over/ooked by the go- 
vernment and the inhabitants, and from the general 
ignorance of it's ſpecific tenets and principles. Popery 
admits of caſuiſtry, and convenient ſalvos; and it's 
obligations to morality do any thing but bind. One 
of their, Doctors (Sanchez I think) can deſcribe a 
man who is Prebabiliter obligatus, et probabiliter 
« de-obligatus.” It is caſy to foreſee the bleſſed 
fruits of @ double probability in matters of obligation ! 
Maſſes and fuch morality beſt go together, as of 

C 4 _ equal 


1 


6 20 ) 

equal utility; and I think the ranting words of Father 
 Cellot in his book on #heir Hierarchy, (a) might 
be juſtified. © There would ſcarce be Priefis 
© enough, (ſays the good Father) if not only all the 
& men and women, if it were poſſible, but even 
“ inſenſible bodies, and the brute beaſts themſelves 
« were changed into Prieſts, to celebrate the Maſs.” 
If Ovid were living, I ſhould not have been ſurpriſed 
to read the Metamorphoſis. 


But, my Lord, in the overthrow of ovs Eſta- 
bliſhment there is a common cauſe. Some of the 
Diſſenters, all the Levellers, and Republicans, and 
French Philoſophers in Engliſh drefles, are united 


firmly againſt us. T[thacus and the Atride have 
but one deſign and one wiſh. If we ſleep, they are 


awake. The poor and the children of the poor are 
inveigled by the French Prieſts and Eſtabliſſted 
Nuns, who have cloaths, and bread, and inſtruction 
too for theſe charitable purpoſes. 


| Beſides, the ſkill which they acquire from day to 
day in the Engliſh language facilitates the inter- 
courle between them and he people. Their ad- 
miſſion into the houſes of tradeſmen, and even of 
the loweſt orders, as teachers of their own tongue, 
(and our ſervants now learn French) gives them op- 
portunities which they ale too wiſe to neglect. 
They will ſoon be incorporated and one with us, 
and ſuperſede the neceſſity of a naturalization act. 
They will become the very bowels and vitals of 


every 
(4) L. 1. 
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every family of diſtinction, and ſoon after maſters, 
of the houſes. Their own Catholic nobles in this 
country were formerly prieſt-ridden ; they change 
the name, they are now prieſi- eaten. The prieſts love 
the warm precincts of Wardour and Lulworth; and 
they ſmile at 7h4eir new Palace in Scotland, (a) and 
think the ſceptre 1s not yet departed from them. 


Let me proceed. As to the education of Pa- 
piſts, their ſchools and ſeminaries muſt of courſe 
exiſt, Every ſe& muſt have its own mode of infti- 
tution, and the diſciple his own maſter. I can 
have nothing to object. But when, in the former 
part of this letter, I afferted that Two Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds a year are iflued for the mainte- 
nance of Prieſts and other Emigrants in diſtreſs 
and poverty; I had my doubts of the propricty of 
it's being under the direction and miniſtry of the Biſhop 
of St. Pol de Leon. I have more than doubts; I 
would proteſt againſt the meaſure. Have we no 
Dire&ors of Committees to be found? none able 
enough to diſcharge this delicate duty? Mr. Wil- 
mot is a good-natured man, but the dove and the 
ſerpent are not ſuited to each other. It is not for 
ſuch abilities as Mr. Wilmot's to cope with the 
epiſcdpal ſubtlety of a Romiſh Prelate, when en- 
truſted with the intereſts of his Church, and in a 
ſituation of power. I contend that no part of the 
public money ſhould be appropriated to the purpoſes 
of Popifh education, and the ſucceſſion of the immor- 
tal prieſthood. They know I ſpeak the truth. I 


contend 
(2) Holy Rood Houſe, 
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contend alſo, my Lord, that the government of a 
| Proteſtant kingdom ſhould only tolerate and pro- 
tect, and as in the preſent caſe, provide againſt the 
prefſure of want and neceſſity, in which I would 
join heart and hand. To encourage and to promote 
their cauſe, or to ſuffer the ſcandalous miſapplica- 
tion of the public bounty, is a groſs violation of 
compact and of duty. EC 


But paſs their ſeminaries and ſchools for the 
Prieſthood. Trayſi Gymnaſia, atque audi facinus 
c majoris abollz.” It is a favourite mode with 
their Prieſts, in converſation with the lower orders 
of our community, firſt to hint and inſinuate that 
the Tranſlation of our Engliſh Bible is faulty, in- 
correct, and inaccurate; that uncertainty is the 
conſequence of it, and that no dependence can be 
placed on the word of God, as we receive it. They 
next extol and recommend the Scriptures in the 
Latin vulgate, as they read and interpret, and as 
the Church has from earlieſt times received them. 
That, this is the only infallible rule of faith, and 
that all other tranſlations are at beſt dubious. This 
is an argument to which a plain, honeſt, and unlet- 
tered Proteſtant can give no anſwer, or give it with 
much difficulty. I know nothing more fatal than 
ſuch unqualified objections to the Engliſh Bible, 
urged with the dexterity and zeal which belongs to 
and characterizes their Prieſts. The common peo- 


ple 
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ple are not aware of this truth, namely, that therd 
is no tranſlation of the Bible, however imperfect, 
in any language whatſoever, particularly in the 
Engliſh, which does not render and exhibit: the 
fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, If every 
profeſſion, and every meeting, and every ſacred 
eſtabliſhment, were annihilated, it would be to 
confound the effect with the cauſe, to ſuppoſe the 
annihilation of Chriſtianity, while even a tranſlation 
of the Goſpel remains. In my opinion this is 4 
fatal mode of unſettling an unlettered mind, and 
creates doubt and diſtruſt which are not eaſily re- 
moved. If indeed Proteſtants were as zealous as 
their enemies the Papiſts, and would diſperſe the 
little tracts which ſtrike at their ſuperſtitious tenets, 
the effect might be great and ſucceſsful. 


Again, my Lord, I muſt aſk; did the indul - 
gence of the lenient Legiſlature, in the Act to 
which 1 alluded, extend to an abuſe of the law? Is 
the Jeſuits College from Douay to be tranſplanted 
into the foſtering and teeming county of Yorkſhire? 
I know the propoſal has been made. Is the Nun- 
nery near Biſhops Aukland to continue under the 
protection of the Prince Biſhop of the Palatinate ? I 
am ſure it ought not. Was the Act paſſed, that 
their impoſing ceremonies ſhould be obtruded upon 
us with a ſtudied ſedulity ? That ſacred ſiſterhoods 
ſhould appear in their habits, and in the trappings 
of their orders, and in all the notoriety of ſecluſion? 
Even the lady-muſe of heir o: Mr. Jerningham 
could 


Th 
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could expoſe that ſyſtem. Are they come into 
our land, to increaſe at once and to depopulate it? 
Was the Act paſſed for the expreſs purpoſe of 
erecting monaſteries and nunneries? I think not; 
for I conceive that neither the Monkift, nor any 
other religious rders, nor the inſtitutions, nor the 
habits, are admiſſible into this Proteſtant country. I 
appeal to the Attorney General. (a) 


Are we to be regiſtered in due time (as I ſuppoſe 
we ſhall) in the Prerogative courts of my Lord the 
Biſhop of St. Pol de Leon and his ſucceſſors? Are 

their Decretals, and their Councils, and their Oecu- 
menicals, to be reprinted for the uſe of the kingdom 
at large? Are we to hear nothing but the ſacring 


bell 


(a) By the Act 31 George III. entitled © An Act to relieve 
« ufon conditions and under reſtrictions, ParisTs, &c.“ Sect. 17, 
6 Frovided alſo, and be it further enacted, That nothing in 
« this Act hall make it lauful to found, endow, or eftablih 
« ANY RELIGIOUS ORDER, or SOCIETY OF PxRSONS BOUND 
4 MONASTIC OR RELIGIOUS vows- within theſe realms, 
« or the dominions thereunto belonging.” —If Nux xRRIISs 
ESTABLISHED are not within this deſcription, words and laws 
have no meaning: if they are within this deſcription, ſhould 
the laws be publicly and notoriouſly violated, and the offi- 
cers of the Crown take no notice? The ſame power which 
founds and eſtabliſhes « Nunnery, may found and eftalliſh a 
Monaftery. The difference of ſex makes no difference in the 
eſtabliſhment, or in the violation of the laws of the realm. 
If theſe nunneries (now riſing every where) are not publicly 
diſcountenanced and ſhortly aboliſhed, I /ould net be furs 
friſed if the Houſe of Commons were to be moved on this 
ſubject, for an information from the Attorney General on 
the part of the Crown. Nay more, if the Papiſts ſhould per- 
fiſt in ſome of their preſent proceedings, there may ſhortly be 
a revi/ion of the whole Act paſſed in their favour, Parliament 
certainly granted a handle to zheir axe; but they may be aſ- 
ſured with great folemnity, | | 


Si ROBORA SACRA ſerirent, 
In ſua mox credant redituras membra ſecures. 
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bell in every village, and ſee nothing but the ele. 
vation of deified wafers in our ſtreets? Are the ſad 
ſolemnities of their funereal offices, their requiems 
for the dead, Meir proceſſions to our laſt abode, 
to be renewed, and the torch, and the taper, and 
the crucifix, to be upliſted, in the face of the day, 
Ye bs the dreary pomp of other times? I think 

If indeed there is to be a Digeſt of Popery, 
As Totes it is given to us the better. I uſe plain 
interrogatories, they ſuit me beſt, and they are beſt 
anſwered. I would write to the calm ſenſe of the 
nation, and I would ſpeak alſo to their feelings. 
We ſhall never believe, till we read, nor be con- 
vinced, till we are made to teel the ſyſtem. 


In no very long time, the difference between the 
ſymbol and the thing ſignified will diſappear. 
Cuſtom will ſoon reconcile the flock and herd of 
mankind. I ſpeak with no diſreſpect of my fellow- 
creatures ; we are all in a degree gregarious, and 
may be led without ſuſpecting it. 


If indeed the evil were now become inveterate; 
if it had already ſtruck root deep and firm; if the 
ſyſtem were fully diſplayed and eſtabliſhed among 
us, I would not paint it. I ſpeak, that I may 
warn; and I deſcribe the evil, that it may be 
averted. I leave to others to ſpeak of many of 
the preſent profeſſors and ſupporters of this 
ſyſtem of folly, iniquity, ſuperſtition, and arbitrary 
power, which is ow ſtriving to awake out of flum- 


ber. I could ſhew from their writings the very ſame 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit which infuriated their anceſtors. I could ſay 


more, much more; but 
Spatits exeuſſus i iniquis 


Preterco, atque aliis POST ME memoranda relinquo. | 

There is a ſophiſtry, which well-meaning 
men ſometimes adopt in the conſideration of this 
ſubject. They tell us, the power of the Pope in 
Italy is extinct ; in the head - quarters of Antichriſt 
he is routed. Well then; be it ſo. Are we ſo 
little read and ſchooled in their dodrines ? Are 
we notu to be told, that * Where the Pope is, there 
« is Rome?” If the ſeat is vacant at Rome or at 
Avignon, his Holineſs may flee to Ireland; or if 
there be a vacaut royal feat in England, or even in 
Scotland, yet untenanted by our enemies, it may be 
claimed from the miniſters of the Crown. Luc 
heu ! miſeri traducimur. We haye need of much 
luſtration ; but it is not Mr. Burke who muft 
ſprinkle the laurel. Wehave indeed but one Engliſh 
Biſhop who, in this Proteſtant kingdom, ever yet 
' dignified them with the title of zhe wenerable 
« Churck Eſtabliſhment.” That Biſhop 1s Dr. 
Samvzi, Honxs LEX. (a) | 


I own, my Lord, Iwas always adverſe tothe encou- 
ragement of the French Emigration, whether laity 
or clergy. Other countries had given us a ſalutary 
admonition, but we received them all. We were 
for romantic charity, and would have no generofity 
which admitted diſcretion, - For my own part, 1n 
theſe perilous ſeaſons, I feel no accommodating 

principles 

(a) See his Charge to the Clergy of Rocheſter in 17906. 
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principles in my compoſition. I muſt find my way 
through the high road, if I find it at all. I have 
no time for loitering over proſpects and pictu- 
reſque ſcenery; and though I may love the 
ſhade and privacy of unfrequented paths, I muſt 
now move onward in the ſyn and in the duſt. 
My line of conduct is choſen, and 1 will pur- 
ſue it. The fortreſſes of impiety and of ſuper- 
ſtition ſhould be equally diſmantled, and the enemy 
ſhould diſappear from our land. I have no political 
quarrel with the worſhip of a piece of bread, or a 
wafer, or a ſlipper ; I care not for the morning, or 
for the evening Ave. But the Sicilian Veſpers are 
ſtill ſounding in my ears, and St. Bartholomew 
ſleepeth, but is not dead. I am aſtoniſhed that 
Biſhop Horſley ſhould coolly mark the difference 
between the Church of Rome and Proteſtantiſm, 
as merely conſiſting © in points of doctrine, diſ- 
« cipline and external rites.” (a) He might pity 
and relieve the individual ſufferers, if he choſe to do 
fo; but when he ſpoke of at Church, it was his 
buſineſs, and it was his office, to call aloud, * Come 
% out of her, and partake not of her abomina- 
&« tions,” He knows, her principle is extermination, 
that her laws againſt hereſy are written in blood, 
and her edicts illuminated by the faggot. This is 
the Church, my Lord, whoſe intereſts ſome patro- 
nize, and whoſe members ſome eſpouſe. The Uni- 
verſity of Oxford has preſented them with their 

Latin 


(a) Biſhop Horſley's Sermon on the "Wi of January 
1793, 4t0. p. 25. 
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Latin Teſtament, and I ſuppoſe her ſiſter Cams» 
bridge, in pious emulation, will — "ee 
their maſs-book. ; 


I am weary of parnphlets ah miſerable Ophiluy 
I muſt repoſe on fact, under the ſhelter of public 
teſtimony. Is not the ſtate of the Emigrants no- 
torious to the whole kingdom? Did ever the mi- 
niſters of any country, but this, put arms into the 
hands of their enemies ?(a) Enroll, enliſt, and num- 
ber them among their own army; nay more, pay 
them higher than our own native ſoldiers? And all 
this without a fear or a ſcruple. Is there a county 
in which we are not elbowed by a French Prieſt or 
a French Spy? Is this ſyſtem to be purſued to the 
extent? and are the unitiesof this great Drama to be 
preſerved, for the honour of our Catholic ſtate Poets 
Wyndham and Burke, till the cataſtrophe is fully 
wound up, and its conſiſtency proved by national 
deſtruction? There is a time in which queſtions muſt 
receive an anſwer. Cabinets muſt be accountable 
to the public, as well as Clubs. I wiſh well to Mr. 
Pitt and the miniſters, and I call on them to ponder 
on theſe ways. No nation ever yet felt ſuch a 
danger, without ſome proviſion againſt it. While 
the country is deformed with French faces, it ſeems, 
by ſuch a conduct, as if we were laying all that is 
valuable in our Conſtitution, ſacred and civil, at the 
feet of a Foreign Directory in voluntary proſtration. 
In this particular, I proteſt in the face of my coun- 


try, I know not which moſt to condemn, the ſu- 
pineneſs, 


) The emigrant regiments. 
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pineneſs, the ignorance, the inattention, or the 
deſertion of duty in the miniſters of the Crown. I 
had been taught to think, that if the Palladium of 
the ſtate muſt be loſt, it would at leaſt have been 
ſtolen. But it ſeems, as if French Prieſts or French 


ſpies were. invited 'to ſeize it and carry it off 1 in 
open day. 


If they do come indeed to ſee the nakedneſs of 
our land, thank God, they will be diſappointed : 
that nakedneſs is no where to be faund. They will 
find us with harneſs on our backs, and with the 
ſword in our graſp, waiting in, our common de- 
fence, and watching, becauſe we know not the hour. 
They will find loyalty where it ſhould be. They 
will ſee the peaſant with the peer together in the 
common field, and the tradeſman aſſociated in arms 
with the artiſt and the labourer; we have one in- 
tereſt, one lord, and one ſpirit. We love and 
will preſerve the hereditary dignity of the Britiſh 
throne. We are contented with the meridian of 
royalty, and look with ſorrow to the ſetting of the 
luminary, RY 

I know not whether this letter may attract the 
curioſity of the public, or command the attention 
of your Lordſhip. If it ſhould, you may per- 
haps wiſh to know who it is that addreſſes 
you. With my name you will never be ac- 
quainted ; but I can affure you, that I have 
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ever reſpected rank, and the diſtinguiſhed or- 
ders of ſociety. I have never moved in a ſphere 
very diſtant from them. The profeſſors of equa- 


lity never led me aſtray for a moment. I have 


had other inſtructors, and have walked in other 
ſchools. But I have learned that no man is too 
high for public cenſure and public animadverſion; 
and I have never bluſhed for the opinions and 
doctrines, ſacred or political, which I have at any 
time delivered to my country. I expect little 
notice and leſs thanks; and I look for no re- 
ward. 


It has been my lot, in earlier life, to hold no 
vulgar intercourſe with the ſages and poets 
of higher fame; and I truſt a claſſical mind, 
like your Lordſhip's, will excuſe my having liſ- 
tened with delight to the murmurs of the Ilyſſus, 
and followed the learned Conſul to the falls of 
Anio in the depth of Tuſculum. It is in theſe 
receſſes, and with companions like theſe, that 
the mind is beſt conducted to the higher philoſophy, 
and moves moſt willingly towards the light of 
revelation, Having deſcried the dawn, it looks 
with more confidence to the fulneſs of the day. 
It learns to ſet aſide the little doubts and miſts 
which obſtruct our fight ; and it has the courage 
to be ignorant in the Divine Preſence, The wiſdom 
of the ſtateſman, and the diſputing of this world, 
fall gradually to nothing, without another world 
whercon to fix, not our engines, in the ſneering 


language 
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language of modern philoſophers, but our humble 
confidence. A Chriſtian (as ſuch) wiſhes'not to move 
this world at his pleaſure, but to bring every 
thought into ſubjection to it's great Author, to caſt 
down imaginations, and all ſpiritual powers which 
exalt themselves without authority, without war- 
rant, and without control. 


It is upon this principle that, from the time 
of the great Reformer to the preſent hour, 
the Proteſtants of this country have main- 
tained, and will maintain, an eternal warfare 
againſt the domination of the Papiſts. They diſ- 
truſt them in all conditions. They hate their hy- 


pPocriſy, and deſpiſe their ſupercilious pageantry. 


They remember the interdict which could once 
diſſolve the ties of nature and the bonds of go- 
vernment, though they ſmile at the brute thunder- 
bolt of the day. But they know, that the nature 
of their do&rine admits no change, though it allows 
of accommodation. That Papiſts can bow with 
an edifying ſuppleneſs, till they can raiſe the foot 
and trample on the neck. That they can throw 
back their hatred into a fafe repoſitory, and bring 
forth the hidden treaſure with increaſe at a conve- 
nient ſeaſon. Yet they reaſon pleaſantly. If you 
offend the Church of Rome, you fight againſt 
God; if you ſupport . her miniſters, you are fa- 
voured by God in being permitted to relieve his 
choſen and only true ſervants, This is a doftrine 
which ſuperſedes all Auman gratitude ; and I muſt | 
Ds - don, 
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own, if I admit the principle, I muſt be preſſed 
with the conſequence. I ſee no retreat from the 
argument. Aſk them, and they will tell you. God 
| ſent us into your land 10 ronvert it; your kindneſs 

deſerves the bleſſing from his hand, and by our in- 
terceſſion you may yet turn and live. If theſe 
things are ſo, it is time to beſtir ourfelves. Or ra- 
ther, we ſhould prepare for the return and the re- 
ception of Popery, that her ſtate may be main- 
tained. 

But if Porzry i is to enter our City i in triumph, 
if her chariot is to be drawn in the pomp of other 
times, depend upon it, her horſes will be thoſe of 
the night ; we ſhall ſee the 

Caſitum oculis Typhlonta, Melanchztemque ferecem, 

Atque Acheronteo fprognatam fiatre Siopen 

Ti orfidam, et hirſutis horrentem Phrica cafillis ; 
She muſt enter by the light of torches and of 6 
into our Capitol, and THE HIcu-PRIEST of 
BEACONSFIELD muſt conduct her to the chair 
amid the thunders of another Vatican, and the 
powers of his own pontific eloquence, Your Lord- 
ſhip will excuſe one ſtrain of rapture. The ſyſtem 
itſelf is ſupported by fancy and fiction. It is the 
Pergula Pictorum, the ſchool, the gallery of the 
arts, the very repoſe of painters, and of poets, and 
of orators like poets. For my own part, I ſhall never 
ceaſe, and while my heart beats high at the name of 
genius, I never can ceaſe, at well-judged intervals, to 

roam 
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roam at large amid the enchantments of the imagi - 
nation, and to give myſelf up in tumultuous tranſ- 
port at the voice of Torquato and the harmony of 
Burke. (a) . 1 


But I have been taught to diſtinguiſh verſe from 

proſe, and the witcheries of poetry from the ſober- 
' neſs of truth. And moſt of all, when the theme 
is Religion, where we have moſt need of regulation. 
I therefore faid, in the language of poets, that if 
Popery muſt be drawn into this country, it muſt be 
by tlie horſes of the night. The day reveals her myſ- 
tery and diſperſes it. We are not afraid of their 
confederate Doctors, Bellarmine on the ſhelf, or 
Boſſuet (4) on the table. We have Mede, and 


Barrow, 


(a) My particular reference is to Taſſo G. L. Cant. xi. 
ſt. 1. to ſt. 15. and to Burke's Reflections on the Fr. R? 
P- 230 to p. 240. | 


(3) The HMory of the Variations of the Proteſtant Churches, by 
Boſſuet, is in every Roman Catholic's hands, it is eſteemed 
deciſive, and very few Papiſts will appeal from it's authority. 
Yet hear this eloquent and merciful Prelate, in a familiar and 
popular work addreſſed to all perſons, © As to the exerciſe 
* and u/e of the frower of the ſword in matters of religion and of con- 
% ſcience—it is a point not to be called in queſtion- Tux 
* RIGHT of it is certain. There is no illuſion more gorge 
than do conſider ToLER ATION as a mark and character of 
« the true church,” I will give the words in the original. 
© [exerciſe de la huiſſance du glaive dans les matieres de la re.igion 
* et de la conſcience. —Choſe,qui ne peut etre revoquee en doute: 
*.—LE Dot eff certain: il n'y a point d'illuſion plus dan» 
x” gereuſe que de donner LA SOUFFRANCE pour un caractere 
* de la vraie Egliſe.” Boſſ. Hiſt. des Variations, &c. I. 10. 
p. 51. Ed. Paris 1740. 12mo. We are giving unbounded tolera- 
ton to a religion, which, whenever it is predominant, allows 
no toleration at all: her arguments are the fire and the ſword, 


and the right to uſe them, it ſeems, cannot even be called in 
queſtion, | 
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Barrow, and Chillingworth, and Tillotſon, and Stil - 
lingfleet, and Secker. We will not again be in- 
ſulted in the diſguiſe of the F ranciſcan, or in the 
weeds of Dominic. 


Fe or my own part, I love temperance in religion, 
and temperance in morality. In every. extreme I 
find miſery, tyranny, or abſurdity. I would neither 
drink the un mixed ſpirit of Athanaſius, nor drain 
the dregs of Socinus. I diſlike the lover of 
lordſhips, but I dread the troubler of ſtates. I 
would maintain our old plain character of Bri- 
tons, and be contented with the leaft poſſible 
night. (a) We hate any miniſter, ſacred or po- 
htical, who wraps himſelf and his meaſures 
in dirt and darkneſs; and my Lord Marquis of 
Lanſdown knows whether a diſciple of Malagrida 
can long hold footing in our ſtate or not. We muſt 
believe in the integrity of a miniſter's heart and in the 
uprightneſs of his intention. We muſt be aſſured 
that if he ever deviates from the letter, it is to pre- 
ſerve the ſpirit of the conſtitution ; that he prefers 
ſtability to innovation, ſupport before ſubverſion, 
and a habitation before a ruin. We are not to be 
made the ſport of words; while facts are ſpeaking 
a language loud and deep. With theſe ſentiments 
I have long lived, and I hope they are ſuch as may 
conduct us all to peace and to the haven where we 


would be. 
J have 


(2) Minima contentos node Britannos. 
Juvv. SAT. 2. 


( 33 ) 
I have written theſe pages, becauſe I ſaw'that 
the Hierarchy were filent and inactive. Scarce 
a tempeſt could ftir them from the flumbers 
of prelatic ſecurity, One would think they loved 
to hear the rocking of heir battlements. The men 
of talents and of erudition among the clergy have 
little ſenſe of: any danger, and! none at all of theit 


e 


I ſee not why all is to be Wand, hog the 
Laity ſhould be left to contend for themſelves, and, 
in the place of the Prieſthood, ſtand between the 
| porch and the altar. e muſt be accom- 
pliſhed, and FRO nes ON dab 


But the ſame exertions cannot be expected from 
all who are placed in the ſame rank. Our church 
may, even now, boaſt of ſome who have contended 
for her; and it is my wiſh that they may deliver the 
torch in its original brightneſs to their ſucceſſors in 
the courſe. Knowledge indeed,and genius,and virtue 
cannot be ſet up againſt mortality, and arreſt the 
infirmities of our common nature. I would therefore 
have the retreat of age, ability, erudition and piety, 
made peaceful and honourable. remember the ſervice 
which has been done, and, as I think, a//owed to 
have been done. I paſs by the palace of Hartle- 


bury 


1 
bury with reſpect. With an excuſe for ſome flight 
courtly ſtains, no name is more venerable, or re- 
putation mare ſolid, than that of the Prelate of 
Worceſter and the friend of Warburton. I write 
the name of HurD with gratitude for the claſſic 
inſtruction I received from his writings in my earlier 
years; and I think no Proteſtant can withhold his 
thanks and his applauſe for The Introduction to 
te the Study of the Prophecies.” There is a mo- 
deration in the ſtyle of that work, a judgment in 
the ſelection, and a perſpicuity in the arrangement 
of the matter. It is full, and not diffuſe ; copious, 
but without ſuperfluity. There is no treatiſe in 
any language, by which a man may be conducted to 
this ſtudy with equal advantage. If he wiſhes to pur- 
ſue the reſearches, it is a guide; if his avocations will 
not permit, he may atleaſt be convinced by it, that, 
though he cannot himſelf aſcend to the height of that 
great argument, yet there is a foundation for the ſtruc- 
ture, whoſe maker and builder is God. He will 
find the fates and fortunes of the Chriſtian church, 
and the corruptions of Papal Rome opened in proſ- 
pect; and in particular, the doctrine concerning 
Antichriſt is unfolded and diſplayed with ſuch pe- 
culiar ingenuity and brightneſs of illuſtration, that 
I would recommend it to the public peruſal at this 
period with more than common earneſtneſs. 


e N. N 

To Dr. Markham, the Archbiſhop'of York; we 
have been indebted for the inſtruction of youth, and 
for the purity of claſſical taſte which he infuſed into 
a large portion of our patrician community. For- 
tunate old man ! moſt fortunate, had amis ILLUS- | 
TRIOUS PUPIL been of the number of thoſe, Qui 
Preceptorem SANCTI 1 valuere Paxzxris eſſe loco. 


N ſcholar and lover. of truth will pay bommage | 
to Dr. Douglas, Biſhop of Saliſbury, the ſcourge 
and terror of literary and Popiſh impoſtors. ee 

We * yet much to expect from the learned 
leiſure of the Prelate of Landaff in his retirement at 
Calgarth Park. Who does not wiſh that the ſame 
ability, reaſoning, and eloquence, which produced 
the late Apology for the Bible to confound the infidel, 
might continue and compleat their ſucceſsful ener- 
gies, in the expoſure of Popery, and convincing the 
people at large that, THaT BiBLE ALONE #s the 
Religion of Proteſtants! I ſhould expect greater 
advantage from @ popular zreatiſe on this ſubject by 
Dr. Watſon, than by any other man in the king- 
dom. 


„ . 


It is obo to me to commend and | hold forth 
whatever is valuable and reſpectable in our eſtabliſh- 
ment; but I ſhall confine myſelf at preſent. I 
wiſh Rover it were my office to break the darker 


E _ aſperity 


. * 
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aſperity of our fate, and to aanounde wy Met, 
of our day. 


But if, on this ſubject, we are to hear nothing in 
our cathedrals, nothing i in our univerſities, nothing 
in our ſeats of opulence and in our populous cities ; 
yet {till an unknown voice may cry from thedelert,as 
of old, that our paths may be made and kept ſtrait. I 
have ſpoken aloud, as becomes a man 1n the hour 
of peril, that we may guard every avenue to another 
approach of ſpiritual domination. I ſpeak i in the 
name of the people of England, and as one of that 
people, that they hate Popiſh ſuperſtition, and will 
never again ſuffer nonſenſe and contradiction (a) to 
make part of the national religion. They will not be 
oppreſſed, and they have too much ſenſe to be deceiv- 
ed, The Governors of England ſhould, at this hour, 
unite mercy, prudence, humanity, diſcretion and 
firmneſs. It is not a ſpeech which can ſupply the 
reſources of an exhauſted kingdom ; nor 1s it a 
breath which can diſperſe he pitchy cloud of French 
locuſts which darken and devour our land. If we 
have hitherto ſlept, let us remember that ſleep 1s no 
otherwiſe a bleſſing, than as it invigorates the frame 
of man, and fits him for higher miniſtry and more 
determined action. 


For my own part, having the opportunity of leiſure, 
of ſtudy, End of obſervation, and having alſo grati- 

tude 
6% See above p. 10, 11, and 12, 


X83 
tude for thoſe unmerited and invaluable bleſſings, I . 
hope toact under the ſacred injunction, that no man 
liveth unto himſelf.” Had 1 written any page, 
or, I might ſay, even a line or an expreſſion in any 
page, on any private motive, this letter never 
ſhould have appeared. 


recommend charity and moderation; but 
I would have the terms well underſtood. 1 would 
peculiarly enforce the neceſſity of that pru- 
dence, which beſt accompanies a truſt in the di- 
vine aſſiſtance. But as I think that my under- 
ſtanding has been thoroughly informed on this 
momentous ſubject, I hope my heart has been 
corrected, enlarged, and ſtrengthened. If I am 
right, I ſhall be heard. In whatever I have written, 
] have one wiſh and one end. It is this: that 
every conſideration and every meaſure may give 
way to © THE SECURITY OF THE SOVEREIGN, 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROTESTANT 
RELIGION, AND THE COMMON SAFETY OF THE 


STATE." 
I have the honor to be, 


"Av My LorD, &Cc. &c. 


Lonpox, 
Oct, 14. 1796. 


AN ENGLISH PROTESTANT. 
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To a letter to the Marquis of Buckingham, Knizht of the mo 
noble Order of the 27 Sc. on the Subject of the 2 2 
grant French' Prieſti and others of the Church of Rome, reſident in 
England an maintained at the Public Expence Oc. Ef, 

By a Layman, | 
(Printed for J. Owen, Piccadilly.) 
toon — _ | Nov. 5, 1796. 

T this period of our common danger, when the Mi- 
A niſter in full parliament has ſolemuly afſured the nation 
that the French Republic is meditating a deſcent upon this 
ifland and the dominions of Great Britain, I think the fol- 
lowing Addreſs and Letters peculiarly worthy of attention. 
The affsirs in the year 1745 are known to us all, At that 
time an open attempt was made to dethrone the preſent fa- 
mily, and to eſtabliſh the Popiſh Religion ia theſe lis doms. 
At prefent, the danger is different and more complicated, 
We have an enemy who project the overthrow of our govern- 
ment and of all religion, Gp its foundation, with open 
plunder, robbery, i ſpoliation of all property. Wearenot 
only in danger from a foreign enemy, powerful, impious 
and mercilels, with a lodged hate and bathing to the perſons and 
to the Conſtitution of Engliſhmen ; 'but Gom anarchy, infi- 
delity, and ſedition at home ; and in my opinion, from the ſe- 
cret, unobſerved, and uncontrolled deſigns of the numberleſs 
French Papiſts, who ſwarm and darken our land. I reprint 
theſe letters to remind our Hierarchy and the Preſidents in our 
Univerſities, in what manner their anceſtors fulfilled their ſacred 
charge, and warned thoſe committed to their care. It is left 
to the wiſdom and prudence of the Biſhops, to conſider how 
they may beſt follow and emulate the example and dignified 
conduct of Giso and HoaDLyY in the year 1745. It is not 
for me to point out further to their Lordſhips le the cir- 
cumſtances differ, and their appeals ſhould be direfted. _ 

To thoſe perfons who, from ignorance or from forgetfulneſs 

of the ſpecific tenets and principles of Popery and their di- 
rect and unuarying tendency, entertain no fear of that Syſtem _ 

or of its Profeſſors, I recommenda ſubſtitution of terms, when 

they read theſe letters, and particularly that of Biſhop Hoadly, 

Let them compare the promiſes and offers of the French to 

all nations, their liberty, fraternity, and equality, with the 

effects and iſſue of them. Let ſuch perſons reflect on" the 
power deſcribed by a Republican, (but not a Republican of 
this day) | Probe ing al 


a 


«© Who not content EY | 
„With fair EQUALITY, FRATERNAL STATY, 1 
„ Will arrogate dominion undeſerv'd 
% Over his — and quite diſpoſſeſs 
ae © Concord 
+ Milt, P. L. b. 12. v. 25. The words are very remarkable. 
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© Concord and law of nature from the earth, 
„% With war and ſnare to ſuch as ſhall refuſe 
« Subjection to his empire tyrannous,” 

Let ſuch perſons confider that the French have been always 
dangerous to us in all conditions—once from arbitrary ty- 
ranny and groſs ſuperſtition, and now from republican and 
more unrelenting deſpotiſm, from Regicide, Jacobiniſm, 
and Atheiſm by gſtabliſiment. (a/ 9 


The Addreſs of the Chancellor, 777 0 and Scholars of 
the Univerſity of Oxford. 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 

WE the chancellor, maſters, and ſcholars of the univerſity 
of Oxford, with the profoundeſt humility, beg leave, on this 
trying conjuncture of affairs, to repeat the ne of our 
inviolable attachment to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and 
government, and to expreſs our warmeſt indignation againſt 
all attempts to diſturb it. | 

An invaſion in favour of a Popiſh Pretender, animated with 
the hopes of aſſiſtance from the power of France or Spain, is 
reflected upon with uncommon abhorrence by thoſe, whoſe 
ſtudies peculiarly lead them to know, that the religion to be 
introduced by this intended change, is founded in abſurdity 
and the groſſeſt ſuperſtition. 

But we truſt, great Sir, that the ſame good Providence, 
which has hitherto preſerved the proteſtant religton in theſe 
kingdoms, will continue it to us ſafe under your Majeſty's 

mild and auſpicious government; and that thoſe enemies, 
who are not to be prevailed upon by gentle and gracious means, 
or the obligation of the moſt ſolemn engagements, will ſoon 
fall before your juſt and victorious arms. | 

And, as we are encouraged from a late happy and impor- 
tant event, principally owing to your Majeſty's wiſdom, and 
the influence of your counſels, permit us, Sir, to add our moſt 
ſincere and hearty prayers, that the preſent diſtractions may 
ſoon end in a general andlaſting peace, and that your Majeſty 
may pou the remainder of your days in tranquility and joy, 
undiſturbed by contention abroad, or ſedition and rebellion 
at home; and that you may deliver down the ſeefitre of this 
brave and hyal nation to your flouriſhing and illuſtrious houſe, 
to be ruled by the ſame good firinciftles of liberty and religion, 
which have been the flability of your Majeſly's throne, and 
which will, by the bleſſing of Almighty God, continue 
it in your auguſt family to the lateſt poſterity. 

Given in our Houſe of Convocation, the 17th day of 
September, in the year of our Lord 1745. The 


(a) See the masterly, just, and vigorous definitions of these terms 
| by Mr. Burke. Two Letters, p. 96, to p. 100. I am not here speak* 
ing of the general argument for or against the peace. 
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The —_— ng Letter was fent by the Lord Biſhop 0 
_ ondon to the 2221 his Dioceſe, r 7 
Good Brother, Sept. 9, 1745- 

I NEED not tell you, that the invaſion which has been 
threatened for ſome time, in favour of a Popiſh Pretender, 
is now actually made; and is like to be vigorouſly puſh'd 
and ſupported by two foreign powers, of the ſame principles 
in religion, and of undoubted affection to arbitrary govern- 
ment. | 205 

The neceſſary conſequences of the ſucceſs of this attempt, 
are ſo terrible, and withal ſo viſible, that one would hope 
there was no need of awakening all true Engliſhmen and pro- 
teſtants into a juſt ſenſe of them, nor of letting them ſee how 
preſſingly our religion and liberties call upon us, at this cri- 
tical juncture, to unite in a vigorous endeavour to defeat the 
deſigns and hopes of thoſe inveterate enemies to both. 

hen ſuch an avow'd and open effort is made, to bereave 
us of every thing that is moſt dear and valuable to us, no or- 
der of men can reckon themſelves unconcern'd ; nor can it 
be doubted, but the civil adminiſtration will exert itſelf to 
the utmoſt, for diſappointing an enterprize that is ſo big with 
miſchief or rather ruin to us and our poſterity, But if any 
one order of men be more nearly concerned than another, it 
is ours; who, under our gracious Sovereign, are by our office 
and function the more immediate alas of our holy re- 
ligion; and particularly, againſt the manifold corruptions of 

Chriſtianity, which a Popiſh government would not fail to 

introduce, | | 

Upon theſe conſiderations, I have thought it my duty at 
this time, to intreat you, in a particular manner, 

Firſt, To put up your nh prayers to Almighty God for 
ſucceſs to his Majeſty's arms againſt this bold and traiterous 
attempt, and for averting from us ſo fore and heavy a judg- 
ment; and then, to convince the people committed to your 
care, how nearly it concerns them to pray heartily.for his aid 
and protection at this needful time, if they have any value 
for their religion and liberty. 35 
| Secondl;, To raiſe in your people a juſt abhorrence of Po- 
pery ; by ſetting yourſelf on this occaſion, to ſhew in your 
diſcourſes from the pulpit, the groſſneſs and perniciouſneſs of 
the manifold errors and innovations of the church of Rome, 
and how inconſiſtent they are with the plain, pure, and un- 
corrupted doctrines of Chriſtianity, as contained in the holy 
f apes and received and eſtabliſhed in this nation. 

hirdly, To guard your 1 againſt a deluſion that has 
e 


er 
been uſually practiſed by the enemy, as oft as deſigus of this 
F 2 kind 
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kind have been ſet on foot; namely, that the perſon whoſe 
cauſe they eſpouſe, will content himſelf with the exerciſe of 
his own religion, and with the enjoyment of ſuch a preroga- 
tive as the conſtitution allows; and that no change in our 
religion will be attempted, nor any of the laws broken thro 
by which it is now ſecured. To arm your people againſt this 
deluſion, you cannot uſe a more effectual way than to revive 
upon their minds the ſtate of things in the reign of Kin 
James II. particularly the great progreſs that was made in ſo 
ſhort a time towards the introducing of Popery, and the en- 
deavours that were uſed by him, to bring about a parliamen- 
tary repeal of the laws againſt it; and, when that failed, his 
ſuſpending and ſetting them aſide, by the groundleſs claim 
of a diſpenſing power, And all this, after the moſt ſolemn 
declaration, at his coming to the crown, that he would mate 
it his endeavours to fireſerve the government both in church and ftate 
as eftabliſhed by law. The declaration, of which this is a part, 
was made openly in ceuncil, and then printed and diſperſed 
with his Majeſty's leave. 6.1294 

Theſe are the things which I earneſtly recommend to the 
attention of my clergy at this time. And I do it with the 
greater earneſtneſs, becauſe I am very ſenſible how much 
Pains have been taken of late years, not only to abate the juſt 
fears and apprehenſions the people formerly had for a Popiſh 
government, but even to bring ſome among us to entertain 
too favourable thoughts of Popery itſelf. | 

And ſo commending you and the people committed to your 
care to the bleſſing and direction of God, | 

| I remain, Sir, 
Your aſſured friend and brother, 
EDM. LONDON. 


(Gib/on.) 


The Loyd Biſhop of i Letter to the Clergy in lis 
Dioceſe. 

My Reverend Brethren, / 1745+ 

I THINK it my indiſpenſable duty, in the relation 1 bear 
to you, to call upon you, to entreat, and earneſtly exhort you 
to exert yourſelves as becomes your character and office, at 
this time peculiarly, when all that ought to be dear to pro- 
teſtants in general, and to the clergy and every member of 
the church of England in particular, appears to be in danger 
from an actual inſurrection within this kingdom, (encou- 
raged, as it always will be, by the proſpect and promiſes 8 
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all proper aſſiſtance from our enemies abroad) in favour df a 
Popiſh Pretender to the Crown of theſe realm. 

Permit me to call to your minds, whiat you know as well 
as I do, and to beg of you to inculcate upon your people, 
both in publick and private That this is not an affair of 
party, but touches all Engliſhmen and proteſtants equally z 
and is an attempt which muſt determine no leſs points than; 
Whether we ſhall remain Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and mem+ 
ders of the eſtabliſhed church, free, as we are now, from the 
tyranny of Rome, and continue a people enjoying liberty 
and property under the protection of laws, or not. 

You muſt. be. ſenſible, aud, I doubt not, will endenvour to make 
others alſo ſenfible, that, notwithſtanding any ſufifroſed errory in the 
difficult taſk of government, e have lived under his Majeſy ad- 
miniſtration, free from every the leaſt attemſit to injure our legal con- 
fittution in church and ſtate, or to flofe the equal aud impartial courſe 
gf the laws. This Auſihineſi at leaſ we have all experienced : and 
this experience of fraft ſecurity is infinitely a ſtronger filedge of ſecu. 
* rity to come, THAN A THOUSAND, PROMISES FROM THOSE WHO 

NOW DISTURB OUR PEACE, AND CLAIM THE RULE OVER US, 

If ſuch promiſes are now made, you can inform your peo- 
ple, they come from one, who, ſuppoſing him diſpoſed to 
keep them, (which we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe) yet, is de- 
voted to a religion, which not only ſets him free from all the 
ties of faith and truth towards ſuch as we are, but, as ſoon as 
the proper time ſhall come, and the blow may be given with 
ſafety guarded by power, makes it his abſolute duty, without 
which he ſhall neither enjoy earth nor heaven, to break thro? 
them all; and lay waſte the religious and civil rights of that 
wretched people, who can be unmindful of what has before 
happened in two former Popiſh reigns, (remarkable for the 
ſtrongeſt promiſes of ſecurity, and the moſt ſcandalous viola- 
tions of thoſe promiſes;) and be again deceived, by ſmooth 
words, into the ſame miſerable condition. As to ourſelves, 
members of the eſtabliſhed church, before we can come ta 
think the promiſes of the church of Rome, a good ſecurity 
to the church of England, ſo often ſtiled the bulwark of the 
Proteſtant cauſe againſt the church of Rome, we muſt believe 
the natufe of things to be confounded, contradictions to be 
true, and darkneſs to be light. But why do I ſpend one word 
upon this? Surely, ſuch a ſecurity can never be embraced or 
depended on, till either all bigotry and cunning are departed 
2 that church, or every degree of common ſenſe from our- 
elves. 
In a word, my brethren, make your people ſenſible of the 
invaluable bleſſings now threatened to be torn from them.— 


ſhew 
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Shew them the many enormous abfurdities, and unchriftian 
doctrines of 3 the mamberleſfs evils and miſeries that 
ever did and ever will 1 it and teach them by 
your examples, as well as words, the ſenſe they ought to have 
of the ſtrict obligation of the oaths taken by many of them; 
and of the duty they owe to that government under which 
they have enjoyed ſo long and ſo unmoleſt ed their religious 
oivilrights. VF 
- By theſe means, you will put to filence thoſe malevolent 
which are often, in a crue] manner, repreſenting many 
of you, as unfriendly to that government to which you have 
in the moſt 1 —_— — * — os - will ap- 
ve ves, in the ici f the „ not on 
—— of truth — aCoofcſs — of 
— peace and intereſt of that ſoc iety, of which you are mem. 


I commend you and your people to the favour of Al- 
mighty God, and am, reverend brethren, 
Your affettionate brother and ſervant, 
| B. WINCHESTER. 
(Hoadly. ] 


FINIS. 


Vos. 
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